[DNA ploidy in epithelial ovarian cancer--an independent prognostic factor].
Ovarian cancer is the most lethal of the gynecological malignancies. One of the aims of the ongoing research in this field is the search for prognostic and/or predictive factors which can contribute to a more individualized patient treatment. All studies performed at The Norwegian Radium Hospital with regard to the prognostic significance of DNA ploidy in borderline, early and advanced ovarian cancer, were reviewed. The conclusions emanating from these studies were compared to the international literature. DNA ploidy analysis is of definite independent prognostic significance in borderline and early (FIGO stage I) ovarian cancer, and is of help in the selection of patients expected to benefit from adjuvant chemotherapy, or in whom a more conservative surgical procedure can be acceptable. DNA ploidy status is also of prognostic significance in advanced ovarian cancer; however, for the time being this information has no direct consequences for patient treatment. We conclude that DNA ploidy analysis should be incorporated in the routine histopathological evaluation of borderline and early (stage I) ovarian cancer.